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How Will MUMC Be Involved
In 2017?
From Callie McMahon
The new year, and all its resolutions to improve our lives, is fast
approaching. How about improving our ability to be the hands, feet
and body of our wonderful savior Jesus Christ?
We know from the Word that we are each gifted with a special ability
given to us by God so that we can bring glory to God and joy to a
world that needs it badly.
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So how will we get involved? Your ideas for programs and projects
are wanted! Here are some ideas that we hope will inspire a new
way for you and the church in general.
1. Are you a closet crafter, too shy to come out and join the church
crafting group? Step out and use those gifts with a great group of
people who share your penchant for creativity. We even Pinterest
ideas throughout the year.
2. Are you more comfortable in the kitchen? What better way to
bring folks to church than through a meal? Maybe you're not great in
the kitchen, but you're a great organizer? Both gifts are needed to
get a meal to the community.
3. Maybe you have a heart for social justice issues. Where is your
passion for this calling leading you? The "White Privilege" study is
one idea that addresses social justice issues. Are you more drawn to
working to change something else: homelessness, the drug epidemic,
hunger, veterans care, childhood education; there are so many
possibilities.

13
4. Are you chomping at the bit to be in mission; using your physical
(Continued on page 9)

A Message From Pastor Casey
When you receive this newsletter it will most
likely be in the new year, another page
turned - the chapters of 2017 yet to be
written.
Milford United Methodist Church continues
to share the love of Jesus Christ both within
and outside its walls. We worship, sing
songs of praise, hear reflections on scripture,
meet in Bible studies, care for one another in
the midst of loss, rejoice in the milestones
and blessings of life, reach out to the
community, and celebrate ministry in the
midst of this, striving to grow deeper in faith
and wider in mission. There is much to give
thanks for in this life together. Although
2016 was a time of some difficult changes it
was also a year to celebrate the inclusive
love of MUMC through Jesus Christ.
I am thankful for those who have been so
generous over this past year with time,
talents, gifts, prayers and witness as you who
are members pledged when joining. Please
encourage others as well to wider
participation in time, talent and treasure at
MUMC and if not presently churched, to
perhaps find a home here. The most
important thing we can do at MUMC is stay
close to God and follow God’s lead. It may
come in surprising ways especially as we
move toward a pastoral transition.
I pray for God’s blessing in 2017 for each
of you and your families and for the
continued leading of the Holy Spirit as we
share the love of Jesus.
Included below is a prayer for the New Year

Outreach

written by The Rev. Billy Graham. It is
timeless.
Grace and Peace,

This prayer from Billy Graham, written for
The Saturday Evening Post in 2008, is just as
relevant this year.
“Our God, as we stand at the beginning of
this new year we confess our need of Your
presence and Your guidance as we face the
future.

We each have our hopes and expectations
for the year that is ahead of us—but You
alone know what it holds for us, and only
You can give us the strength and the wisdom
we will need to meet its challenges. So help
us to humbly put our hands into Your hand,
and to trust You and to seek Your will for our
lives during this coming year. In the midst of
life’s uncertainties in the days ahead, assure
us of the certainty of Your unchanging love.
In the midst of life’s inevitable
disappointments and heartaches, help us to
turn to You for the stability and comfort we
will need. In the midst of life’s temptations
and the pull of our stubborn self-will, help us
not to lose our way but to have the courage
to do what is right in Your sight, regardless of
the cost. And in the midst of our daily
preoccupations and pursuits, open our eyes
to the sorrows and injustices of our hurting
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We are updating our mailing list!
If you would like to keep receiving
The Outreach
in your mailbox each month, let us know!
Send a quick e-mail, give us a call, or send a note to our P.O. Box and let us know that
you want to stay on the mailing list. In March 2017, we will complete the update—mailing
The Outreach only to those who wish to receive it. As always, it will be available on our
website for you to print at home (see page 9 for instructions on how to do this), if that
option works for you. Thanks!
E-mail: office@milfordumc.org
Phone: (603) 673-2669 * Mail: P.O. Box 476, Milford, NH 03055
world, and help us to respond with
compassion and sacrifice to those who are
friendless and in need. May our constant
prayer be that of the ancient Psalmist:
“Teach me, O Lord, to follow your decrees;
then I will keep them to the end” (Psalm
119:33).
We pray for our nation and its leaders during
these difficult times, and for all those who
are seeking to bring peace and justice to our
dangerous and troubled world. We pray
especially for Your protection on all those
who serve in our armed forces, and we thank
You for their commitment to defend our
freedoms, even
at the cost of
their own lives.
Be with their
families also, and
assure them of
Your love and
concern for them.
Outreach

Bring our divided nation together and give us
a greater vision of what You would have us
to be. Your Word reminds us that “Blessed is
the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm
33:12).
As we look back over this past year we thank
You for Your goodness to us—far beyond
what we have deserved. May we never
presume on Your past goodness or forget all
Your mercies to us, but may they instead
lead us to repentance, and to a new
commitment to make You the foundation
and center of our lives this year.
And so, our God, we thank You for the
promise and hope of this new year, and we
look forward to it with expectancy and faith.
This I ask in the name of our Lord and Savior,
who by His death and resurrection has given
us hope both for this world and the world to
come. Amen.”
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Lamplighter’s
Bible Study
From Carol Rowlette & Elaine Driscoll
Praise the Lord. Praise God in his
sanctuary; praise him in his mighty
heavens. Praise him for his acts of
power, praise him for his surpassing
greatness. Let everything that has
breath praise the Lord.
Psalm 150 1-2, 6
The proverbs of Solomon son of David,
King of Israel: for attaining wisdom and
discipline; for understanding words of
insight; for acquiring a disciplined
and prudent life, doing what is right and
just and fair.
Proverbs 1: 1-3

The Lamplighters have completed their
study of the psalms. The various emotions
from the songs and prayers from David and
others often reflect our own needs.
Proverbs follow the psalms and the wisdom
of Solomon. His advice is to embrace
wisdom and search for understanding, and
to trust in the Lord.
Our prayers are many as we lift them up for
those who are ill, in recovery or have other
concerns. We are here for any of you with
prayer requests!
Our Annual Yankee Swap will be held on
Wednesday, January 11. The ladies are
encouraged to bring a "Re-gift" to share. We
guarantee an enjoyable afternoon!
(Continued on page 9)
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This Month’s Lectionary
January 1—Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7,
10-14, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12
January 8—Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 29, Acts
10:34-43, Matthew 3:13-17
January 15—Isaiah 49:1-7,Psalm 40:1-11,

1 Corinthians 1:1-9, John 1:29-42
January 22—Isaiah 9:1-4, Psalm 27:1, 4-9,
1 Corinthians 1:10-18, Matthew 4:12-23
January 29—Micah 6:1-8, Psalm 15,
1 Corinthians 1:18-31, Matthew 5:1-12

The new
year is an
opportunity
to sort out
the useless
tasks and
plan for the
important; to review the
failures and resolve to be
successful; to take an
inventory of causes and
pledge life to purpose and
service. These being done,
the new will truly be new,
different and better.
—C. Neil Strait
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Join us for an interesting
and timely study titled

Live Nativity Pictures!

"White Privilege,
Let's Talk"
starting January 14
9-10:30 am. Contact Callie
at 673-5239 if you want to
attend.

Youth Group

begins again on Sunday, January 8
from 5-6:30 p.m. Come help us plan
the next 6 months of activities!
Talk to Tom Knapp or Kerri-Lynn
Kimner if you have questions.

Youth Mission Team
Information Meeting

Sunday, Jan. 8
6:30-7:30
Here at the church
Are you interested in
joining the team this
summer? Come and find
out more about it!
Outreach
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January

Birthdays
If you see any of these folks around church
or town, be sure to wish them a happy day!
Birthdays:
Don Gutterson
Harry Tong
Callie McMahon
Stephanie Kimner
Anita Merrill
Marian Kopp
Gerrie Hopkins
Luke Betelak

Jan. 8
Jan. 10
Jan. 11
Jan. 13
Jan. 14
Jan. 18
Jan. 21
Jan. 26

If you would like to be included in the
birthday and anniversary list, please
e-mail Wendy in the office at
office@milfordumc.org. Thanks!

Staff Parish Relations
Update
From Callie McMahon
Administrative council, finance and SPR were
compelled to make some thoughtful
reductions that enable us to focus our
precious resources maintaining and
expanding our ministries on growth.
The first change was made as this group
decided not to fill the position of praise band
director that was vacated by Michele Bossie
in the fall. We are thankful to Lisa Payne,
Rudy Ruhmor and Steve Rafter for
volunteering to take on the task of bring
joyful and meaningful worship to the Spirit
celebration every Sunday. They are doing a
great job.

Secondly, starting in January, the following
changes will take place.
Our pastors salary has been reduced by
11.4%. This decision was a delicate one as we
knew we needed to maintain a competitive
salary in order to attract the experienced
Pastor we need here to help us heal from our
tumultuous year of change and loss. We also
wanted to be sure that the brunt of our
financial problems did not fall on the
shoulders of one person/ position. This is a
very large change and we are thankful for
Pastor Casey's acceptance of this and
especially that she continues to serve us with
her usual level of energy.
(Continued on page 8)

Milford United Methodist Church
Outreach
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Financial Reports
From Kirk Randlett, for the Finance Committee

Milford UMC
through November 2016
$250,000.00
$200,000.00

$150,000.00
$230,216.00

$100,000.00 $205,059.00

$35,166.00

$50,000.00
$0.00

$0.00
Gifts - 2016 Collection

Expenses

Ttl Mission Shr due

Mission Shares Paid

YTD Financials through
November, 2016

Gifts - 2016 Collection

$205,059.00

Expenses

$230,216.00

Total Mission Share due

Mission Shares Paid

$35,166.00
$0.00

**Difference between gifts and expenses is the mortgage payment
and has been covered by funds we have saved from designated
gifts.

Outreach

Page 7

Community Supper
Update
From Wendy Ayotte
Many thanks to the dedicated volunteers
who helped with the Community Supper at
SHARE in November. We served 68 people
on a rainy night and made some money to
help SHARE keep the suppers going.
In 2017, some changes will come our way.
MUMC will be partnering with the Milford
Congregational Church to host suppers, (in
the past we have hosted alone) and we also
welcome Keri-Lynn Kimner as our MUMC
coordinator. If you are interested in helping
with the community suppers next year, she is
the person to talk to.

Our hosting dates for 2017 are: February 21,
April 18, May 30 and August 15. (The last
few months of the year are not currently
scheduled). We hope to see some new faces,
along with our dedicated regulars for the
suppers—it is always a fun and friendly
night!

Staff Parish Relations, cont.
(Continued from page 6)

Jim Lawler's hours have been reduced from
60 hours to 40 hours a month. Jim was
gracious in his response saying he would do
whatever it takes to keep the church in
shape. Thank you Jim.

Wendy's hours are reduced from 20 hours
per week to 10 starting in January, and that
paid position will be eliminated, and will
become supported completely by volunteers,
starting April 1. The volunteers will train with
Wendy (thank you so much Wendy) from
January through the end of March. The
exciting part of the Wendy story is that she
will be taking her real estate exam in early
January, and then in June she will start a
Masters Degree program in Fine Art. We
wish her every success on these new
adventures in her life. We hope this change
will play out as a blessing in disguise for her.
We are all blessed by the generous spirit of
these people who are still committed to
serving us through these hard times. We are
so thankful for their work and presence in
the life of our church.

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
Saturday, January 14, from 5-7 p.m.
The Dance Teams from Kathy Blake Dance Studios will be hosting a Spaghetti Dinner
Fundraiser at MUMC to raise money for their competition travel, and YOU are invited!
Tickets will be sold at the door, $10.00 for adults, $8.00 for senior citizens, $5.00 for
kids above 2. On the menu: spaghetti (regular or gluten free), salad, Italian bread and a
brownie sundae.
Outreach
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Download the
MUMC App!

Stay connected to your church family by using the MUMC App on your smartphone!
With it, you can:










Listen to Pastor Casey’s sermons
Give to MUMC
Read the bible
Get directions to the church
Email the church
Check out the MUMC Facebook page
View the Church Calendar
Read MUMC’s blog
Submit and read prayer requests

MUMC in 2017, cont.
(Continued from page 1)

strength and construction gifts to help
people in need? Maybe you have the "gift of
gab.” Did you ever think you might be a big
help on a mission team because you love
connecting with people in conversation?
What a joy that would bring to someone!
Regardless of your gifts or your passion, you
know God has a plan for you to use them.
Combined as a church for Christ at Milford
United Methodist, God has a plan for us.
The administrative council meets January 18.
Let's make 2017 the year MUMC improves
its reputation as the church that does things.
Let's provide the town, and the maybe even
the world, with programs and opportunities
that let people know what MUMC does
through the love and joy of knowing Jesus
Christ. We would love your ideas on how to
make that happen.

And more features to come!
Send ideas to the office or Pastor's email or
to Callie McMahon at:
cmcmahon28@comcast.net.

Lamplighters, cont.

Did you know you can
print The Outreach from
our website?

(Continued from page 4)



We meet every Wednesday from 1 - 3pm,
starting with refreshments, followed by
prayer concerns and Bible Study. All women
are invited to join us.



For further information call: Elaine Driscoll
@ 673-4270 or Carol Rowlette at 673-5403.



Outreach




Go to www.milfordumc.org
Click on “Happenings”
Choose “Newsletters”
Select the .pdf of the issue you
want
Print on your home printer!
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Bits & Pieces…
Donate Bread Loaves
on Sunday, January 1.
Please remember to bring a loaf of bread
(plain or wheat, no specialty breads) to
be placed in the basket at the altar. The
bread loaves will be delivered to SHARE,
the local food pantry, on Monday
morning.

Do You Have a Name
Badge?

Milford United
Methodist Church

Help Our
Youth Mission Team

Name badges can be
printed up anytime by
signing up for one on
the clipboard on the
welcome table in the narthex. Please
write out exactly how you would like
your name printed. When the badge is
ready, it will be left for you on the
welcome table and can be stored on one
of the bulletin boards located by the
windows in the foyer.

Clean out those old CDs, DVDs, video
games - including Wii, Nintendo, XBox,
etc. and help the Youth Mission Trip!
This does not include VCR tapes. And
you need to have the original box that
your old CD, DVD, or game came in.
Then bring it to the church and put it
in the bin under the coat rack. Liane
Wright will take care of the rest. Those
old dust collectors can bring a lot of
money for our Youth Mission Trip.
Thanks!

Church E-mail

Office Hours

Pastor Casey Collins:
pastor@milfordumc.org

Monday through Friday
10 a.m.—2 p.m.
At times, our hours may vary
slightly. If you need to be sure
someone is here, please call
ahead.

Wendy Ayotte, Office Manager:
office@milfordumc.org

Outreach
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Bits & Pieces…
Donation of Altar Flowers
Would you like to honor a special person in your life or celebrate a
special occasion? Please consider signing up to purchase altar flowers. The flower
sign up is posted on a bulletin board in the narthex with contact and payment
instructions. We can order an arrangement for $35, or you can bring your own.
Thanks for helping to beautify the altar and sanctuary for Sunday worship!

Have you checked out a Home Group?
Our Home Groups are a wonderful way to get to know people in our church, share
our faith and build connections. You are welcome to join us anytime!
Thursday’s at 7 p.m. @ The Rafter’s home, call 673-4516
Friday’s at 6 p.m.@ The McMahon’s home, call 673-5239

A Noise Offering
Following each service on the
second Sunday of the month we will
have a “Noise Offering.” This donation
of your spare change will benefit the
Wanakee Scholarship Fund that helps
youth to participate in our United
Methodist summer camp
located in Meredith, NH.
If you prefer to write
a check, please make it
payable to MUMC with
the note “Wanakee
Scholarships”
in the memo
space.

Outreach

In January we are
collecting canned ham, side
dishes (seasoned pasta mix,
Hamburger Helper, etc.),
ravioli & Beefaroni.
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Committees, Groups and Ministries
If you are interested in becoming involved with, or learning more about, a committee or group
on the calendar, here’s who to talk to.
Administrative (Ad) Council: Callie McMahon
Reviews monthly committee meetings,
discusses pending issues and votes on
church- wide decisions.
Bell Choir: Mary Tyler-Wall
For adults and older kids interested in
handbell ringing.
Christian Aftercare Ministry: Margie Frank
Serving primarily men leaving prison,
helping them settle in new homes and
productive, positive lives.
Chancel Choir: Sally Landis
Open to adults and teens interested in
singing in the Chancel Choir at the second
service.
Community Supper: Kerri-Lynn Kimner
A supper we host at SHARE in Milford
every 6-8 weeks. Volunteer to help bake
or prep ahead of time, or to work at the
supper itself.
Home Groups: Pastor Casey Collins, Steve Rafter
(Thursday) or Callie McMahon (Friday)
Expands spiritual experience in a social
context, meeting at a host’s homes.
Lamplighters: Elaine Driscoll & Carol Rowlette
A Bible-study group for women.
Nominations: Pastor Casey Collins
Matches people with the committees
they might be interested in serving on.
Outreach: Pat Rafter
Focuses on ways our church can reach
out to the local, regional and
international community.
Praise Band: Steve Rafter, Lisa Payne, Rudy
Rumhor
Contemporary Christian music that plays
at the first service on Sunday.
Outreach

Safe Space: Pastor Casey Collins
A group for conversation for young
adults.
Staff Parish Relations (SPR): Kathy Wood &
Janet Hromjak
The committee that acts as liaison
between our staff and the congregation.
Stephen Ministry: Callie McMahon
Provides confidential one-on-one
Christian care with trained lay ministers.
Sunday School: Callie McMahon
Chooses curriculum, helps prepare
teachers, runs the Sunday School from
September-June.
Trustees: Steve Rafter
Oversees and facilitates the care and
keeping of the church building and
parsonage.
White Tops: Everett Gale
A social group for retired men of all
denominations.
Worship Committee: Cyndi Geiger & Carol
Rowlette
Plans and facilitates Sunday service
needs and organizes special Sunday’s.
Worship Design: Steve Rafter
Plans music and worship for the
contemporary Sunday service.

Vacation Bible School: Pastor Casey Collins
Plans and hosts VBS, which runs one
week during the summer.
Youth Group: Tom Knapp & Kerri-Lynn Kimner
Organizes and hosts Youth Group for
middle and high school kids in our
congregation. Runs September-May.
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Sunday Morning Schedule:
8:30-Spirit Celebration
9:30-Sunday School
10:30-Traditional Worship

2017

Sun
1

Mon
2

Tues
3

Happy
New Year,
2017!
7—Outreach
Committee

8

9

5-6:30—Youth
Group
6:30-7:30—
Youth Mission
Trip meeting

7—Trustee’s

15

16

10

17

7—Finance
Committee

22

29

23

30

Outreach

24

Wed

Thurs

Fri

4
8—White Tops
8:30—Coffee w/
Pastor Casey
1—Lamplighter’s
Bible Study
6:30—Worship
Committee

5

6

6—Handbells
7:30—Chancel
Choir

7:30—Praise
Band

11
8—White Tops
1—Lamplighter’s
Bible Study
8:30—Coffee w/
Pastor Casey
6:30—Stephen
Ministry
supervision

12

13

6—Handbells
7:30—Chancel
Choir

7:30—Praise
Band

18
8—White Tops
1—Lamplighter’s
Bible Study
8:30—Coffee w/
Pastor Casey
7—Ad Council

19

20

6—Handbells
7:30—Chancel
Choir

7:30—Praise
Band

25
8—White Tops
1—Lamplighter’s
Bible Study
8:30—Coffee w/
Pastor Casey
6:30—Stephen
Ministry
supervision

26

27

Sat
7

14
9-10:30—White
Privilege, Let’s
Talk
5-7—Spaghetti
Dinner (pg. 8)
21
9-10:30—White
Privilege, Let’s
Talk

28
9-10:30—White
Privilege, Let’s
Talk

6—Handbells
7:30—Chancel
Choir

7:30—Praise
Band

31
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January, 2017
Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 Contemporary Worship*
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Traditional Worship*
*Free childcare

Change Service Requested

Milford United Methodist Church
A Reconciling Church

Discover the Joy!

Our Mission:
The Milford United Methodist Church exists to help all people discover the joy of knowing and serving Jesus Christ.
Our Vision:
We will help all people discover the joy of knowing and serving
Jesus Christ by:
 Providing joyful and meaningful worship experiences.
 Establishing and encouraging small groups for study,
support, prayer, fellowship and service.
 Empowering people to discover, develop, and deploy their
gifts for ministry.
 Reaching out beyond our congregation in Christian love and
service.
Our Values:
We commit ourselves to:
 Know scripture and live it.
 Act with integrity.
 Be faithful to Jesus Christ, our families, and our church
family.

 Strive for excellence in all we do for the Lord.
 Celebrate the ministry of all Christians, lay and ordained.
 Treat all people with respect and sensitivity.
 Encourage people to grow in Christ.
 Care for the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of all
people.
Welcoming & Inclusion Statement:
Milford United Methodist Church is a welcoming and inclusive
church which celebrates that all persons are created in God’s
image and are of sacred worth. We welcome and serve
persons without regard to age, race, culture, sexual
orientation, gender identity, family configuration, religious
background, economic status, or developmental and physical
abilities. Milford United Methodist Church recognizes the
diversity of the Body of Christ and gives thanks to God for this
divine gift. We invite ALL to discover the joy of knowing and
serving Jesus Christ.

